Respiratory insufficiency after intraperitoneal administration of Kanamycin: failure of calcium gluconate to reverse toxic effects.
A 47-year-old woman developed postanesthesia respiratory insufficiency five hours after an intramuscular injection of 0.5 gm of kanamycin and one hour and 40 minutes after peritoneal lavage with 1.0 gm of kanamycin. The respiratory insufficiency was not reversed by an intravenous infusion of 400 mg of calcium gluconate. This is the third reported instance of respiratory insufficiency after kanamycin lavage. Only one of the previously reported patients responded to intravenous infusion of calcium gluconate, despite the experimental evidence supporting its efficacy.